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TD LEASE! to pet this e Publick 3 5 
I © from a private individual,” who has long approved 
ae admired the Plan of, and heartily wiſhed every 
Baucceſs to, your. excellent Tnftitution, It may per- 
haps be ſonie Pleaſure to you to be informed, that 
your good 1 Example is daily extending, _ has now | 
reached, 10 one xrremity of the Wand.”''F I beg zen 


ou will not think r e worſe of what is here offeradtd- : 
your Conſideration; fot the Plainneſs of the Compo- - 
tion. Had it been my Intention to have impreſſed a 
von with any falſe or flattering Ideas of my/Abilities, 
I could eafily have filled the Pages with learned Quo-- 5 
tations from Authors never heard of by you, nor 5 5 
haps never read by me; and have artfully endeavoured. 
to deprecate Criticiſm, and anticipate Ay pplauſe, A, 3 ? 
- commenting in a lon Preface on the Bean n K S 
cellencies of my own Wrigings, . -It has been my um- 
bler but ſincere Intention, to aſſiſt you profeffionally 
with my Mite, in the forwarding of this true Work of 
Chriſtian Love, having never ſeen nor heard of any other 
Publication on this Oecaſion: And hough there is. 
nothing new in the Subje&, nor any ſtudied Elegance 
in the Argument, yet 1 need not obſerve to you that 
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«moſt known; and which ſometimes receive 'Life and 
Vigour from ſome trifling Circumſtance, which they 
would not have derived from their intrinfic Value 


and Importance It is well 'known what great Diſ- 1 


coveries have been made in Natural Philoſophy, from 
Accidents that at firſt ſeemed of no Conſequence; 


mere Trifles; and that many Man has been rouſed 
Ready Courſe of Duty and 
1 


you to attend to this Diſcourſe; and ſhould it be fol- 


the higheſt Reward and greateſt Happineſs that can 
be poſſi 
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Nn Great End f bi Reli jon} we mat us 
MO art * Happy in this world and tlie next? d kü 
| 9. 4 1g reat Reaſon why, it 4s Hifyequently e 
Rep een this 8 Zodie Indentibnſſis, chat 
Men in the Thoughtefſnel {:Geceraly attändant 
on Human Nature will not give —_— 
Nime and Reflexion to apply this Convittionfo' 
ly on their ee erits,' as 10 filfluetice 
the General Tan of r Conduct, The + tonne 
of: Heaven, : though 'infinitel: of Shay bode our Hope 
my Conceptions, bein ee ly diſteverabie te 
Viſion of dur Minds, three the diftant Pers 
foeftive of Paith;c:too gentrally' fall e 
Impreſſiom on Hearts, daily en 
ſuits of Senſe. Nothing lan Be 
Service; than frequeiitly rſs ee 46 FRA 
ing/ithis-Great "Maxim ol Condudt, much e 
teptio 2 


1 43 1 
and all our Intercourſe with Civil Society. And in 


| Conſequence « Importance; and! riſing ſo Fe ſape- i 
Tor to Every ot — e of Conduct, that it will be 
impoſſible” for us t 
ment in the Character of the Man, or the Citizen, . 
without it! For Whatever other ent, a Man | 
may 1 les, or Whatever ſpeci iples of 
Morality, Virtue, Honour, 0. Bühe eiche, e may 
profeſs to direct his Conduct by; yet if the ee . 
of his Character, be not laid an the only ſaſe and ſteady 
Principle, the Peat gf Gd; with all the glittering Or- 
_ - naments;of-qutward Graces, on intellectual Improve- 
ments, he. becomes nothing more than ſounding Braſs, 
or: 8; 1 Cymbal. For as nothing can in al 
Fg os Emergendes, extend a Rein over all the moſt 
F oof prkings: of the Heart, but Religion; ſhould 
eee ng, all will be Folly and 
Deluſion;π Mau an neither ttuſt himſelf, 20e 
3 deturitycto the World, for an Uniſorm, 
and conſtant; Integrity. This Argument aſcends with 
equal Tales, ſtem Indieiduals to Generals, from Man 
1 ty Mens fromthe Maſter of the Family, to every De- 
ſeoripliom of e er Government. For on wWhat- | 
_ ever Pringiples Policy opfivate er public 
| tions, may be r tever Objects of 
greatandextenſive Utility hey may em 9 — 
ever laudable Means they . in the Proſecũtion 
of ahein Deſigns; yer if they begin not in Religion, they 
ſt ud 3 5 2 — — | 
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Pros, V. 6. tt has been ſpoken” of 3 in Terms. of b c 
high Approbation, y Men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


Abilities and Penetration, as to be thought worthy the 
Notice and Imitation of Government itſelf; it has 


been attended with ſuch good Conſequences, wherever 


e Experiment has been made, that the Example is 
a increaſing; it promiſes a very effectual Relief to 
the preſent Mode of ſupporting the Poor, which is be- 
come 10 Extrayagant and Enormous, as to be the ge- 5 
neral Topic of Murmur, and Complaint; and in its 
Spirit and 1 5 ex bids fair to corre& That Scanda- 
lous Me anneſs Jof Spirit, which Fi preſent ſo much 

4 G a0 us; that Total ab- 
Fe Ps of. the e and Laudable Shame, "The Shame 
And Recurring on every 'Occaſic jon” to the 
Pine, "for a Relief of ſuch Diſtreſſes, as would be 
much more honourably and hapj iy redreſſed, 775 ru- 
dent For 1 0 icht and Induſtry. Baye great P eaſure 
alſo - erving many wiſe. Rules that you hay ave 
adopt *h for x Preſerving Peace, Order, and. Sobriety 
among you But as all theſe can, extend only to out | 
ward' duct, which will be perpetually interruptec 
by evil _ and Piſpoſitions; and as no Order or 
Gove can be permanent or ſecure, , that is not 
founded in. 775 as Tihall hope to aſſiſt you very, 
A t 1 15 1 Part of 5 Delign, by 
caſion fr Text to point out to you, 
GY Ne Feel and Tinportance. of ſuc # Principles, as 
pite, no 100 155 he Be Permanen- 
— 1 but alſo. 5 f Periech tion of 
irtue. 


Giving 


( 1 5 

- Giving then all Diligents; ts 7 your Fend, n 
tue; and to Virtue, Kante a to" Nbg, 
Temperance; and to Temptrance, Paritner; and fo Pas 
tienee, Godlingſt; and to Golllmeſs, Brotherly Kani; ; 


and f Brotherly Niudugſt, Charity.” mole mfg. 
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Waxnen ve may obſerve, that Charity the ated. 
Perfection o our Nature, and the Sum and Subſtance 
of our Religion, however Simple to our firſt Appre- 
henſions, is really compoſed of many; diſtin Branch- 5 AY 
es, and cannot be attained, but by a Courſe of ſucceſſive EE” 
Virtues; Each of which will be well worthy a ſeparate ET 
Conſideration here, as it will moſt forcibly apphy to 
the Deſign. of our Preſent Meeting,--The Apoſtle, with 
Propriety begins, neee 8 enen 
begin, in extiorting to . 1 5 


All Dilig gence, without which no Aare or 1155 3 
9 diols, can be expected in any Purſuit. The Sen... N J 
tence pronounced” on our firſt „ Di e 8 = 
2 hat 1 5 uldeat Bread is in the Sweat of bis. ace, Gen. 5 | | 
ii. 19. ſticks ſo cloſe. to the fallen Song of Adam, that in. 
every urluitof Trade, Science, or Religion, Induſtry i = 
the only Channel, through whichProfperity can flow on 
us. Without the Rigid Diſcipline of Reli A ſes, 
Habit of Vice and Immorality muſt take Poſſeſſion of 
our Hearts; without early and conftant Attention to. 3 
Study and Learning, our Minds muſt continue Stu pid . 5 
and [gnorant;, and to bring the is MARES | little nearer” by — 
Home to this Occaſion, 10 the Good Ne 85 1 0 Yau 1 
W151 Nik be ink ſtant! che defeated, 
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| feſlions; as it is honeſt Induſtry only, that can -plece 
ou. yourſelves, above Preſent Want, and ſupply the 


eceſlary, Subſcriptions, for the Zune of your 
Fund. But as this World and nd its Aff. airs are governed 
by an Over-ruling Providence, againſt which no Wiſ⸗ 
dom or Power of Man can prevail, neither Induſtry - 
nor any other. Aer trerisn « of I ean expect Succeſs, 
if it be e eee 0 ; iini 100 1 0 10193912 7 94 
| Sqn Tt % mie 1 /0 oil 100 to 
ge Fausb few Goa: 10 belle ver the Exiſtence of 
preme Being, is an Effect ſo foreibly and conſtantly 
following the flighteſt Attention to thé wonderful 85 
Works of the Creation, that the Character of a Real, 
Atheiſt perhaps never exiſtech, atleaſt has beenzofrenern 
affected than Flt" even Devils, the Seripture aſſures, 
Believe and Tremble. But common and obvious as 
this Principle of Faith is, it has unha pily been 
{ ſtrangely, .corrup ted by weak and wicked M 5 0 the h 
cleatſy the fit, and. 1 me a Pe. Cone 0 of the 
Ha n Udet | iges dreſfed ip” 
in a tho Im benetrewity of N Peda MyRety; at 
other Times, it is ex faded in ſuch 4 Manner, a8 


2 


totally to undermi ine all Rag ion. 175 Morali 
ſaperſeding che Ne delt ede Works x 2 
pened 10 to 17 9 105 148 | reſts of Kats 

theſe 1a 7 s, that this Eid kept e 


early 110 75 Chrittian Church. From ſome [et 
of St. Paul, on Juſtification, 2 535 re - 
and worſe appli lied) * In O. 9195 had been adopte — 
that "Faith 00 Was eder td; Ei Ton An | 


Ps o fatal! xp every, * e Intenti n, ol, : Hae 05 


4 
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0 Ot ) . 
warde Man, was not permitted by Divine Providence, 
do paſs long unnoticed. St. Jam 
equal Authority; was called 1 „the | 
the'Caſe/'to refute'Hb dan . rr $A 
formally concluded againſt- it; "The by" Nr kr A Mi 
7s juſtified, and nos by Foiib only, 4 xs ii 24. Now 
as it is impoſſible there ſhould be any Contradiction 
between Two Writers, both ally Int 2d; Ant the 
| Odbbious Inference is, that St Faul niet ant” 
followed by Mors and Sti James Works A 
£5 founded on Faith; Jet we ſee this Wecker e Faith. 


1 


e his Benden enden Proof ind ghthns 


Corruption of the Human Heart, Wiehl will muten 


Eyes againſt the, ſtrongeſt, Light+;;;\Happily: however 
to all Sincere Minds, there is not a 
Doubt. in the Caſe. If St. Paul himfelf, Re 


ak n; ſo violently, preſſad into ſo bach à Services be gt». 


d (what Confidence. itſtlf can t deny) d bg dhe 
beſt; Interpreter of his own: Writings; He has on 


many Occaſions; and particularly in the Words of my 


Text, borne the ampleſt. Teſtimony : againſt foi fatal 
an Error, where he directs us,; to add to- df, 


; Fuitb, ib 10 wall log Vs. bl 315 bas Oi 
10 oBs 1 vis ei 91807 . Stiol 28 bezimbs 1 We % Hi 


11 Pirrue? That" is, a" Prophr 
feſfing We Faith 105 9 5 Fre 1 0 e Mg 


175 BY all Moral Duties, whit ch 80 AS, comm 

beſe very Duties, eee 
condemned as too much ſavouiing ofi Heathen«Bhilon 
r to be fit :fof"CheſtdRis.y and«for inodloating" 


Foflibility-of = 
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Knowledge lies in a plain and narrow, Compals. That 
15 Goſpel,” Which ou Saviour and His Aj 5 Mes*Web 2 
- commiſſioned" by "he lee ee t6 all kl. 
211 is ni” by the Direchioh oF the "ſlime 


T0 251 


(489) 


 which,, cnn the beſt # Books in ovr l-anguegehave 
been as Suna Proſeribed, as if they had-denied. the 
Exiſtence pig God., or attempted to. invalidate.;the 


 Evidences of Revelation». © Bat jou, my Brethxens g 


traſt, have not ſo learned; Chriſt . Bafofs you, come to 
God, you muſt (as the. Apoſtle: declares, Hz. xi. 6.) 
Beligus nos only that He ili tut that Hine Rewer der el 


Cad Works i at well as. a7 Avenger of gin iateu 


Onen- Rut to; guard yourſelves jeflectually; againſt all 
ſuch dangerops\Deluſions, it is nece fax that to your 
Virtue you, ſhouldij n nine wo babernt 


eres; dect ahd rar eee ef 


all "the ſeveral Duties, that God f 
6 Reaſon Habe 6W'to tl Ra Wand 
Situation: ' this "Hitt N 


G68; that dich Pabfons en your 


12 
| 941 whe wo Lit 10 197919 red AI; 
Ven 30 2h10 ein ile 115 THO: bB *27101t; ed 3 2 
Mr. Wlssbeld; is bis uribounded Teal ans: 205 


Works, directed his Diſciples to burn the Works of / Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon, and the Old Whole Duty of Man: The, fozmer 


will be ſtudied and admired, as long as there is any Taſte for 
405 Mads, ang. Nee Re Re) Jligipn : and:the Fiewys, the Learging, 
470 all Lehr 0 otks of the excellent, though unknown, Author of 
the latter, Has given'them a Superſority to every Thing of the Kin on 
in daf Language/) / Should any Plain Setious Chiifiian,” ak my Op 

nion, (Whatiwere this beſt Books for the Uſe of his —— could 


ppy Rake rence to the Scriptu 5, that! 


bave no Doubt in unfwering, The OA Whole a 


Secker's Lectures on the Church Catechiſm, | 


Gm). 


reduced into Writing; ſo that the Whole Will ofiGoa;; bh 
which: was: revealed to the Bars of the Firſt Converts 
of Chriſtianity, applies itſelf now to your Eyes; and 
| ntly; what in them was the Duty of Hearing; 
' becomes in you the Duty of Reading; which at once” 
ſilences all the preſent Pretences of Fanatics, to the 
Neceffity of thei Preaching: the Goſpel. Indeed, all 
that extravagant Admiration and Attention, which is 
often ſuperſtitiouſſy, ſometimes blaſphemouſly, paid 
to Preaching, would be effectually checked and R 
preſſed, if Men would, but for one Moment, reflect 
that Preaching can never be again, what it was in the 
Time of: our Saviour and his Apoſtles: - From their 
Mouths, it was the perfect Word of Life, accompanied 
with all the infallible Wiſdom and Power of God; 
from our's, it can only be the References and Expla- 
nation. of fallible Men, to, and of that Word; — 
though under the Management of Diſeretion and 
Learning, is a very uſeful Method of teaching /ome, + 
and. reminding #// of their Duty; yet in different 
Hands (as we have too much Occafion® to lament) it 
becomes the Trumpet of Schiſm, and the Retailer f 
every fooliſh and extravagant, nay ſinful and blaf-. 
phemous Opinion. The Holy Scriptures then are the 
only certain Guide, that God now offers, to Gbr, 
Knowledge: To theſe no Man can add, and from theſe.” 
no Man can diminiſh; and therefore if you will read 
your Bibles at Home, inſtruct yourfelves and Fami- 


- lies in the Church Catechiſm, and attend to the ſobef 


Admonmions and Inſtructions of your Pariſh Mini- 
e Lord's Dy it is IEP e you 
| 5 "OOO: 


e 


( 
ſnould continue ignorant, of any one neceſſary Point 
of Duty. Many Paſſages of Scripture, it muſt be 
owned, are hard and difficult to be underſtood; but 
it is of no Conſequence to you, whether they areaun-- 
derſtood or not; even the Attempt may be attended 
with Danger, as Scripture aſſures üs, That! nniarned 
and unſtablé Men, wreft them to theis own Deftruthion. . 
But without recurring to any Learning, (which in your 
Situation is not to he obtained) or to the Opinions of 
any Expounders, (who may err themſelves and miflead 
you) you have one ſure and certain Rule of Interpre- 


tation, which can not fail to inform and ſatisfy all 


your Doubts: Let the Seriptures explain themſelves; 
the plain and clear Paſſages will throw a, ſteady and 
ſufficient Light on the difficult and obfeure:;' If then 
you find it clearly revealed there, that God bath no 
Pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, Eccleſ xviii. 32. But 

is good to all, and bis tender Mercies are over all bit 


Works, Pl. cxlv..g. That we ſhall all be judged according. 
to the Deeds done in our Body, whether Good: or Bad, 


2 Cor. v. 10, That when our Duſt ſhall return to the 


Earth as it was, then ſhall the Spirit return to God, who 


gave it, Eccleſ. xii. 7. That we are Redeemed;: by the 
Son, and ſanctiſy d by the Holy Spirit of God, to whom 
the Honour and Attributes of God are gſeribed, John i. 1. 


v. 18. Mat. iii. 17. Acts v. 32. 1 Pet. i. 22. Rom. 


viii. 14. xv. 16. John xiv. 6, 7. 8, &c. Acts v. 3, 4. 
Mat. xxviii. 29. 2 Cor. xill. 13. 1 John v. 7. 
all the ſhocking and abſurd Interpretations that 
have been given by falſe Religion, of Predeſtination, 

/) Recs or ro 


— 


1 TR 13 
3 Candies: Juſtification, and Faith; 10 theT Doc- 


trines of Materialiſm, Neceſſity, and the whole Uni- 5 


tarian Syſtem, which are now triumphantly extolled 8 
by perverſe Learning, and falſe Philoſophy, will im- 


| mnediately become expoſed to your Underſtandings, 


and will vaniſh 'before this Touchſtone of Truth, like 
Vapours before-the riſing Sun. But whatever Ad- 
vances you may make in Knowledge, you muſt at the 
ſame Time always recollect, that it is your Duty to be 

Readers, Hearers and Doers of the Word, not Preacb- 


ers and Expounders; and to reconcile you to your Du- 


ty, recollect, that you ſerve God more aeceptably, and 
extend his Religion more forcibly, over the Under- 
ſtandings and Hearts of Men, by ſetting in your ſeve- 
ral Stations (what is much wanted) ſteady Examples 
of an active, godly, quiet and obedient Life; than 


by compaſſing the Earth with extravagant Preach⸗ 
ings, or loading the Preſs with Volumes of Com- 


ments and Illuſtrations of Scripture. Obedience is 
the beſt Sacrifice that Sin can offer to Heaven; 


and though the Preſumption of knowing better 


what will pleaſe God, than he has declared him- 


ſelf; the attoning, for omitting what we ought to 


bave done, or committing what we ought not to have 
done, by ſome ſenſeleſs and idle Services:of our own, 
has very early (as it is to be feared it will very late) 

| diſgraced Revelation; yet it muſt always expoſe us to 
that ſevere. Reproof of the Prophet, Hab tbe Lord as 
great Delights.m Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, as in o- 
1 e n Vat aice' wh: en, 9 9 70 rb to 1 15 e, 5 

Cc 2 b 


f- A: 1} 5 
than Sacrifice, and to bear hen than the Fat of Raum, 1 
[hn ng But as nothing ſo fatally obſcures the 
Head, as the Corruptions of the Heart, and the Do— 
minion of ſtrong Paſſions has always proved the moſt 
powerful Antagoniſt to Truth; the Apoſtle in the next. 
Place, wiſely requires of us, to add to our Kuowladge, 


** * * 
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Tamperance; that Self-dominion and Government, 
which keeps all our unruly Appetites in due Subjecti- 
on. From whence, but from the diſorderly Paſſions 
of Men, ariſe ſuch Corruptions of the pureſt Religion, 
every Man ſtriving to make the Word of God ſubſer- 
vient to his own Conſtitution and Temper? The 
gloomy and moroſe deſcribe God, like themſelves, de- 
lighting in Severity and Cruelty, and blaſpheme the 
Father of all Mercies by the horrid Doctrine of abfo- 
lute Predeſtination. The gay and lively again, by 
ſubſtituting Benevolence for Piety, and ſpeciouſly mag 
nifying ſome Duties of the /econd Table, into an actu. 
al ſuperſeding thoſe of the Frr/7, render the Fountain 
of all Purity, the Favourer of Impiety and Unclean- 
neſs. And the Enthuſiaſt will ſo explain and magni- 
fy the Merits of Chriſt, as to defeat the very Deſign 
of his Coming into the World, which his own inſpi- 
red Apoſtle has declared to be, to purify to himjetf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Titus ü. 14. 
Such dreadful Havock does Iutemperance make in Re- 
ligion; and in the Affairs of common Life, acts with 
a more viſible and more inſtant Deſtruction, as it im- 
pairs the Faculties of our Minds ruins our Strength 
of Conſtitution L waſtes and impairs our Fortunes 
0 ſuppreſſes 


( us ) 


ſuppreſſes all Activity and 1 9 995 
geile, Envy, Makiec and every 5 ee li — of ® 
the Soule-,and will pervert even your monthly Meer- 
ings, which your-Inftitution-woald dedieate te Br. 
therly Love and Affebtion, into neify' and/abandonel 
Scenes of Blaſphemy, Quarrelling; and Drunkenne@. 
To theſe turbulent Evils, the Apoſtle Tugyeſts an e 
e Renee in EBW 5 DST Tis hs 210110 
Wein degli 1 1 oft yin Sit 
Fine that happy Temper, Whriels ridden us to 
bear With the Failings of our Neighbours; and endure 
any Wrongs that may be offered to ourſelves, with an 
_ eaſy and manly Compoſure. Private Wrongs 
confiſt either in  Injuries'to our Reputatipns; our Per- 
_ ſons, or our Fortunes. Againſt the firſt, © our beſt 
general Security will be found in the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience, ſince Accuſations of this” Sort are 
generally condufted with fo much Art, as to elude a 
formal Trial and Conviction; and as Society has not 
yet found a Puniſhment adequate to ſuch Tnjuries, 
wk are the moſt ſenſibly felt by generous Minds, it 
may be the much wiſer Way in general, to paſs them 
over in Silence and Contempt: The Latter we mould 
reſiſt with a determined Firmneſs, ſoftened however 
with all Temper and Moderation; we muſt be flow- 
to Anger ready to for ive -loth to puniſh; and 
where the Extremities of the Law become abſolutely, 
neceſſary, we ſhould be caly to be reconciled, and al- 
ways free from the Gall of Bitterneſs and Malice 
The juſt Senſe of our own Imperfections, ſhould make 
us "Oy indulgent to tho® of other ic and . 


ing 


ing therefore from the Hiſtory as well as the Declara- 
tions of * 4 ey pug amis nat and Jing 
_ with eit, and alſo not without ſome good Fur paſe, 1 Cor. 
N14] mew ſhould be effectually cur ed of all I nclination | 
to Religious Diſputes and Controverſies, which are 
generally conducted with more Bitterneſs, and more 
Injury to the Peace and Welfare of Society, than any 
— 4 Human Nature was, and always muſt be 
nearly the ſame, in all Ages of the World: And if 
Men could be weak and wicked enough, to reſiſt the 
Doctrines and Miracles of our Saviour himſelf, are 
we, becauſe we are Members of the pureſt Church, 
to loſe our Temper, becauſe the ſame Folly and Per- 
verſeneſs is oppoſed to us? No, let us take the wiſer 
Part in following the Directions of Scripture, by qua- 
lifying ourſelves to give every one that aſtetb us, a Rea- 
fon , the Hape that is in ut, 1 Pet. iii. 15. And as to 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, inſtructing them in Meekneſs, 
God peradventure ſhould give them|Repentance to the 
| Achnewledgement of the Truth, 2 Tim. ſi. 2 5. But to 
our Patience we are further exhorted, to add SD 


| Godlineſt;./that- pious Diſpoſition of Heart, which 
will always incline us, ſo to fear God as to refrain from 
ments. This is a Principle of the utmoſt Importance 
in every Part of our Conduct, but which has been ex- 
poſed to much Suſpicion and Injury, from that coun- 
terſeit and affected Sanctity, which ſo notoriouſly diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Phariſees; of old, and is ſtill very viſible 
among ſome of our modern Sectaries; who affect the 
„ i Preciſeneſs 
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currences of Sie, up their ral to Heaven in 16 


dious and oſtentatios e ien mond bitterly” 
4 "x * innocent and E. aſt | the 
Woridz-villity ang abuſetheir NeighbonrsF6? Cane 


that either never exiſted, o. 7 14 are confi Fably 
magnified by their vindictive Imaginations -A and re- 
garding not the Beam in their own Eyes, arrogantly..: 
thanking Heayen,' they are not is erben Men aur, Lüke 
ili. 11. Such a Tour, partial vindictive Spirit, ab” 
as far flom the true Spirit of Chriflianity,” as Light 
from Darkneſs. It was not thus the Son of God, the 
Lamb of Righteoufneſs,: came to redeem the World = 
he was All MHdnefs ard Mercy, as well: as: all Tut 
and Purity; he! 'thoughtit ho Berogation fr om his ba. 
racter to conform to the Cuſtoms and Preug ke, TOS | 
partake of the Mirth and Entertainments of his Coun- 
trymen; he was in all Things (can modern Difſenters 
reflect on this, without Shame and Tremblin g) a moſt 
exact Conſormiſt to that very Religion he came to re- 
peal; and when' called en to exerciſe” his Authority, 
the ſevereſt Reproof that relenting Sin could extort 
from his es + was, Go, and fin no more. It was 
not thus his: Called Apoſtle St. Paul propagating! the 
Goſpel over the Gentile World; 4049 Secameé 50ʃ Things” 5 
to all Men, that by all Meln⸗ be qnight gain ſore,” I Cor. wed} 
ix. 22. Influence&'by/ſach' unerfing Examples, true 
Godlineſs muſt continue to ſnew itſelf in every chear- 
ful and reaſonable Indulgence, to the Habits and In- 
firmities of thoſe we converſe with; whilſt it removes 
ou? own e far from all vicious dene r 
kenders. 
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This, as your Title imports, is the very End and 
AED four ere and to pteſerye it pure and 
petfe = F980 uſt take with, you, another. Piece of the . 
Advice, That there be no Debates, :Ennyings, 

ae f yp. , Backbitings, or M, e among 
ou, 2 Cor; Xii. 20, Bur that you (be. . kindly affetioned | 4 


ene te another, with Bratherly, Liove,, in Honar prefer-.. 


ring, ane -gnother, Rom. xii. 304;.;\;And;here;; one Re- 
ark, of infin ie, ;Cpnlequanes to, yourſelves and the 
Public, muſt affect. you all; that though as Felfow . 
Chriſtians we are 415 individually equal in our Hopes, 
Priviledges and mutual Affeqtions; yet we can not aſ- 


ſogiate in any one Project, without a due Superiority 


and ieee on- even your monthiy Meetings can: 
not ſubf ſiſt an Hour, without ſome hs Me Authori- : | 


obeyed, to controul and regulate your Pro- 


from; the moſt Simple of Man, ent Wife, o 
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N : Decency, in which rivate Opinion 1s not compe 
to give Way to Public Judgment. This Refledtion 


5 nity. It would inſpire you with all becoming 
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ous Attachment to that Church, whitht has reſtored; to 


„ (ug 1 . 
* ue alt theſs zie Chimeras of 
liſhing a Government, where an exact Equality 


is to de preſerved, and every Man ſtill to continue his 


own Maſter No Form of Government dan be con- 


1 ceived in which a Man muſt not ſurrender ſome Part 


of natural Liberty, to enſure mort Eaſe and Security 
on the whole; no Church can exiſt, in any Order and 


purſued, muſt expand your Hearts with Gratitude to 


the gracious Providence of God, for placing you un- 
der ſuch a Form of Government, as is the Envy and 


Admiration of all the World; where Power is ſo hap-· 
ily eontrouled, that it affords the moſt perfect Secu: 
rity to bur Perſons and Properties, and can ſtrike a 

Dread into the moſt potent Enemies, whilſt it can not 

oppreſs or injure the meaneſt Member of its Commu- 


rence for that gracious Sovereign, who fills our Throne 
With a Splendor and Magnificenbe, equal to the moſt 
ful Potentate, without infringing on the Liber- 

ty or Enſoyments of the loweſt of his 'Subjefts;/ and 
who, to his immortal Honour, adorns that Throne 
with Virtues, to which the beſt of his Subjects may 
up for Imitation. It would fill-you with all zcal- 


ou the Holy Scriptures, in your native Tongue; ad- 
1 the Sacraments in the puteſt Forms; 
ſents you with. a Liturgy compiled from all the Piety 
and Learning that ever adorned Chfiſtianitys and has 
N you with an able and W en Miniſtry, 
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that eam be mene ue Temptation wilfolly to cory t 


the Word of God, and under no poſſible Sufpicion b 
materially miſtalling it; ſo that reflecting on alle this 
Variety df Bleſſings you enjoy, above every, other Na- 
nion under the Sun, you would join us in making it 4 
Part of your conſtunt Prayer, that we may all live in 
the “ true Faith and Fear of God -in humble Obe 
diene to the King -in unfeigned Communion wich 
„ the Church Ny and in b gg Hoe and 
6) Chriſtian/ e arent a0 bs e Flr: bod Ming 
%ĩV 10007 ̃ ĩͤ K 
| ber, one to e 5 18 the, Apolite 
e his Argument, and indeed Argument and 
Religion can go no further, this being the gum and 
Perfection of both. Whatever immediate Demands, 
our on or our Brother's Wants may have on us, 
they are not to ſuperſede the general Claims of Human 
Nature. God, Who extends his Blaſbngs. to all, re- 
quires that we ſhould extend our Hearts to all; -here 
the Goſpel will admit of no \Exceptions;; Friends and 
Enemies, Countrymen and Strangers, Infidels and Be- 
Hevers, have all a common Claim; and, though. by no 
Means intitled to an equal Share of our AﬀeCtions, 
have yet equal Demands on our Benevolenes and Com- 
paſſton. On this Ground Chriſtiamty riſes; _— 
rior to every Religion, yet preſented to the World; 
and whilſt we, my a el ſtand on ſuch Ground, 
we may be aſſured, no Malice of Men or Devils will 
ever be able to ſhake us. Acting on ſuch Principles, 
you are not only laying the ſureſt Foundations of the 
Etoiperity of 'your preſent. Inſtitution, | but you are 
dene 5 5 e . 
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| joying it. Whilſt others are vainly and preſumpt 
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- ouſly aſpiring to ſuch Gifts of the Spirit as never can 


be attained in theſe Ages of the Church; or if. they 1 1 

could, muſt at laſt ceaſe and vaniſn away; you are 
the never-failing End of all Religious Per- 
Diſpute 
| ſecurely 
which never faileth, and is far Great- 
ment here, and it's 
ereafter. Which that we ma 
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